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confines of this proposed legislation will be clear. Senator
Poley mentioned what he t hinks of as a layperson. We are
legislators. We are lawmakers. And I would say the majority of
us have an image in our mind of what domestic violence consists
of. And it is more precise than the definition of obscenity,
which a judge defined by saying, I cannot define it, but I know
it when I see it. And based on that vague notion, which itself
is based on the ability to recognise a thing when i t i s seen,
punishments are me ted o ut based on the es tablishment of a
violation of the standards of decency, which violation has been
criminaliaed. In this c ase, where domestic violence i s
involved, there are organisations throughout this state, t her e
are individuals throughout this state, who if you approach them
would give an amaaingly similar definition or description, i f
you ~..ll, of what constitutes domestic violence. Often there is
the connotation of one party being much stronger than the other,
either physically, financially, or otherwise. But that in
itself is not enough. As Senator Nossey pointed out, there is a
general assault law that covers any situation where one person
harms another under the definition of what constitutes assault.
But some laws need to be fins-tuned. A child is a human being.
But we have child abuse statutes, because of the status of the
child. When we talk about spouse abuse, the term "spouse"
restricts that. But when you talk about domestic abuse, it' s
letting you know tha t there are inti mate o r sexu a l
relationships, and when people maintain a relationship and sex
is a part of it,...

SENATOR CQDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...there is a different set of circumstances
that obtain between those two people. So I don't think we, by
and large, have a pr oblem with what constitutes domestic
violence, even if Senator Poley does. And I think even without
his support, this bill will move, and it will be e n a cte d i nt o
law, because it merits it, and it addresses a defined, specific
evil in society that cannot be left unaddressed in Nebraska any
longer, in my opinion. Thank you, Nr. President.

SENATOR CQDABACK: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Bourne,
your light is the last light. You may speak, or else close on
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