TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
April 13, 2004 LB 943

the scrutiny that a bill normally receives during General File,
no opportunity by people to scrutinize it and possibly amend it.
I'm not saying that it may not be good legislation. I'm saying
that I don't know that it's good legislation, and that I have
not had time to consider beyond my first impression, which I
received from testimony. Only two people testified besides the
introducer, Senator Chambers. One was a gentleman from the
Commission on Public Advocacy in support of this, the other one
was the Lancaster County Deputy Attorney. This may be good
legislation. I don't know that. I think that our process of
the committee hearing, the General File, the Select, gives us an
opportunity to consider a very, very serious matter. Now it may
be that a man is guilty. Okay. He may be innocent. There may
be exci.lpatory evidence to prove that. In the meantime, the
Suprem: Court has spoken and given a ruling that allows an
avenue for appeal. Granted, it does have a cut-off date which
is the three-year bar that Senator Chambers spoke of. I think
that this is a serious enough matter that, if Senator Chamhers
feels that this is a serious thing, and he does, he will be here
next January and he can start the process, and this can be given
the consideration that it needs. I think coming in on the
fifty-eighth day and abbreviating the process does not serve the
public interest and, on that basis, I intend to vote not to
return it on Select File. If you judge otherwise, I'm going to
vote against the amendment and, if the amendment passes, I will
vote against the bill. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Tyson. Senator Chambers,
motion to return.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President and members of the Legislature,
I will not be here when the festivities take place just before
sine die takes effect, so that being the case, I want to say a
few words about my soon-to-be ex-colleague, Gene Tyson. When
Senator Tyson came down here, people thought he and I would
clash, that we would disagree on everything, that he was so
hidebound, so conservative that he squeaked when he walked, that
his mind was absoclutely closed, as you could tell by looking at
the expression that he usually carried on his face, which even
he will agree is sour most of the time. But you canrot judge a
book by its cover, nor can you deal with a person based on the
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