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year. And the basic idea of the bill was to create a distinct
grouping of people within government, with an administrator at
their head with responsibility for one very important thing and
nothing else, and that ore responsibility was the maintenance,
preservation and restoration of the State Capitol Building and
the State Capitol grounds. And you may recall last year we
d iscussed this bill on General File, on S elect File, and it
passed over to F inal Reading, no twithstanding co ntinual
opposition from the Governor's Office. At that point in ti me,
there was agreement that it would be held, and that over the
interim and during this current session we would work together
and use that a s a time for rethinking of th e Governor' s
objections by both the Governor's Office and by the proponents
of thos particular bill. And I want to stop right now and thank
a num. er of people for getting this amendment together. Senator
Engel an d Senator Sch imek an d Sen a tor Chambers and Senator
Hudkins have been involved in this from the beginning and right
along, and this amendment is by no means my amendment. It is a
selection of ideas from those various senators. And having said
that, I w ant to also say tha t th e Gov ernor's Of fice was
tremendously cooperative. There was s ome tough negotiating
sessions, but they...they worked in good faith. They worked and
compromised, and I wish to thank Lauren Hill and the people in
the Governor's Policy Research Office and others who worked on
it, and I do believe that at this point in time the Governor' s
Office and all of the senators involved are all in agreement on
this amendment, and it does...it is truly a compromise. It
takes and gives from everybody's perfect world. The Governor,
last year I think, and I hope I'm being fair here, basically had
three main types of objections. First of all, he didn't want to
create additional expense, and the bill, as i t went ove r on
Final Reading last year, created someplace between 660,000 and
$120,000 of additional expense. So we worked on that and the
amendment that's before you now will not recyaire any additional
General Fund expense. The Governor suggested that we u s e DAS
services for certain things. The senators suggested that, okay,
but the Capitol administrator still would be making the final
decisions on these matters, and that was agreeable. So we' ve
divided out the personnel who...from DAS who will be involved in
the C apitol Administrator's Office, but we have not added to it
and we have not created any General...any additional General
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