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t her e ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator, these are numbers that come from the
Ethanol Board and from the Fiscal Office. These are the hest
estimates of the pe ople who know. And you can always work to
discredit the figures, but these are the best we have and these
are the ones I think we should act upon.

SENATOR STUTISIAN: Well, thank you, Senator Beutler, and I
respect this. The fact that the four plants, you know, will be
coming, I believe that. But I think there is, in reality there
could be more. So if, in fact, there would be more plants, you
know, eligible, for the credits, say, six or eight plants, you
know, how realistic are these revenue p rojections going to be ?
We' ll f ave to revisit that, you know, probably next year. I s i t
going 'o come to the fact that we' re going to have to double the
checkoff to take care of this, or are we going to go to another
source? If this, in fact, sheet, you know, could be carried
through for the duration of this, I would be in support of it.
But the realism of being just the four plants, that does concern
me, and I think it's going to take more money, and where a re
they going to come to then in 2005 or 2007, in there? Are they
going to want us as producers, you know, to support it by
doubling the checkoff to a pen ny and a half instead of that
75 cents? These are the things that really do concern me. You
know, right now today r ealism would be I could truly support
this, but I really think, you know, by next y ear there c ould
probably be six p lants or eight plants. Then we' re going to
have to revisit the whole, the whole thing. Or are we going to
guarantee that the revenues that we got projected right now are
going to stay as is and we' re going to tr y to find another
source of revenue, some type of a fuel tax or something else to
support it? That is the questions that I have, and I'm very
much concerned about it at this time, so thank you. I' ll return
the balance of my time to the Chair.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Th ank you, Senator. The Chair recogniaes
Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HA RTNETT: Mr. President, Mr. Vice...Lieutenant
Governor. Sena tor Ba ker , . . .

13876


