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rushing people. Sena tor Aguilar gets up and makes a very
impassioned sp eech about why w e s hould be a dvancing the
racetrack idea, and then he ducks and takes o ff, a nd t o my
knowledge he never called me for help, he never called anyone on
that side of this issue for help, and so I'm disappointed that
he did withdraw his motion. But I guess I'd like to speak t o
Senator Friend just briefly, and that is, as I understand what

public doesn t already have. We are not empowering anybody.
You see, our rights are not derived by government. I cannot...I
do not grant you rights, Senator Friend. I don't say, here' s
some rights, they' re for you. If that was the case, then I
could take away your rights. Now, I can impede on those and I
can do things to restrict those. I can't take away the rights
that are granted to you in our founding documents. Now, t he
idea that we' re empowering the public to do something, oh,
that's right, the first power of the people is to initiate and
petition the state of Nebraska or the government. So again, I
think you can, you know, you can press your l ight and th at' s
fine. You can get up and yell and scream all you want. But the
fact of the matter is they' re already empowered. If they
weren't empowered, we wouldn't be talking about t his t oday.
Why? Bec ause there's members of this body that is scared to
death that they' re actually empowered and capable. That's what
they' re scared of. They' re empowered to petition the state and
capable of being successful. Th at's what everybody is sc ared
of. So we as a Legislature have to put something on the ballot
that ironically will show no d istinguishing characteristics,
other than one word in their language that says Legislature,
that this is actually the Legislature's idea. So you' ve got
five ideas on the b allot, whether Senator Louden's amendment
gets adopted or not, the people can choose from, assuming that
there's 30 of you to do this, to put this on the ballot. Now, I
would be intrigued to know whether or not Senator Aguilar is on
board, since he seems that this is going down the wr ong path,
but I wou ld a lso agree that there is n othing in t his
constitutional amendment that guarantees Omaha the right f or a
casino. For mer Park could be the c asino of the state of
Nebraska. It very well could be. S out hPointe, which is a
fantastic location for most people in L incoln, could be a
location. I mean, it's wide open, based on what the Legislature

we' re actually doing here, we are not doing anything t hat t he

13699


