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imagine if the shoe was on the other foot and we had the
facilities here in Nebraska, and Iowa was going to have a bill
in their Legislature, it would be the same thing. At least they
are providing jobs for some of our lobbyists in this state.
It's good for the economy. Sure they're going to have to pay
taxes on that. And we've shown and we have been shown through
surveys, letters, signing of petitions, I believe it's time for
the Legislature. We need to take an active role in this.
Whether people vote for it or not, that should be up to them.
Nothing says that if we get this on the ballot it will be
approved. Nothing says the petitions will be approved. But in
speaking to people for the last four years about this when
Senator Schimek and I started to try to do something to save the
Santee Tribe, a 1little casino operation they had on their
reservation which was providing jobs to those people, they were
helping their neighbors also. Senator Cunningham can attest to
that. What the revenues generated at that Santee little
casino...it was 1like a double garage, two double garage stuck
together...the revenues they were generating from that were
helping not only the tribe but their neighbors, and that, to me,
was where we started. And the argument that every tribe in this
state 1is going to open a casino, that...that is very unlikely.
There are a lot of hoops. It won't happen instantly. First
they have to form a compact. There are all types of things that
they have to do. First, they have to be a recognized tribe in
this state. We have two tribes that have casinos in Iowa, a
stone's throw away from the Nebraska border, and they are on a
busy interstate. I doubt very much if they would want to put

one of those in Thurston County. I don't think they would.
It's not that they couldn't try. So I think this a fair
proposal. We have hashed this over for a couple of years. I

don't think we need a lot more debate. You certainly have the
right to debate the issue. Think about your constituents. If
you're...and if you're convinced that your constituents do not
want you to vote for this then I guess you have one thing that
you can do. You can express your opinion by voting against
this. But if you've had the phone calls, the letters that I've
had, I don't...it would be very hard for me to go back to my
district and say we denied you the right to have something on
the ballot that the Legislature has control of. Be hard for me
to do that. I won't know what to say. The only thing I can say
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