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over the state. This chart was...the raw material for this
chart was taken from the three...from all of the casinos in
Iowa, and this is a chart that shows the estimated revenues
raised by those casinos per capita, per capita, by zip code.
And you may ask how did they get this information. Well, they
have things called players clubs which a large percentage of the
people belong to when they go to the casinos, because when they
sign up for the players clubs they get some free chips or prizes
or whatever, and as part of doing this they write down their
name and address and zip code and they also keep 2 log of their
gambling activity while they're there that day. So that's the
basis of the underlying information on this chart. And if you
look at this chart, you will see that in the Omaha metropolitan
area, in Sarpy County and in all of eastern Nebraska revenues
are coming in as significantly from the Nebraska side as from
the Iowa side. Now, on the Iowa side you see more red, which is
the level of the highest per capita revenues coming in, but
don't forget that the Omaha counties are more compact and more
populated. Of the people who go to the three casinos in Iowa
near Omaha, of the people who go there to gamble, according to
the records of the casinos themselves, 80...over 83 percent of
them are from out of state, and almost all of those are from
Nebraska. So Nebraskans are going across the river in large
numbers.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Those three casinos have total revenues of
$381 million. Eighty percent of that §381 million, nearly
eighty percent of it comes from Nebraskans. With two casinos,
basically what we're trying to do is to say we're not going to
spread gambling all across Nebraska, but we're going to capture
these revenues from Nebraskans who are going across the river to
gamble anyway, whether we like it or not. No matter what your
moral position is on this, a person at some point has to come to
the practical conclusion that tens of thousands of Nebraskans
have rejected your moral conclusion and are going across the
river to gamble, and that we shouldn't be losing that revenue,
and that the people of the state have indicated time and again
in larger numbers that they want to vote on this matter. There
are large numbers of Nebraskans...
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