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if only the Indian casinos would have had ca s i no s and not
bringing them into the picture. B ut my soft spot was for the
people I was raised with and went to school with and still to
this day have a real care for, so I would have supported the
Native Americans over my job. In this case, I won' t, and I have
not. And that's why I' ve been voting not voting, because I
thought, if nothing else, it was a conflict of interest. I have
filled out a conflict of interest and put on there that I
reserve the right to debate and that's why I'm s peaking t od ay .
I do not, for the life of me, understand why we had to bring
this back on t h e a genda anyway. Now I understand it's because
33 people said they wanted it. But the fac of it is we have
over 20 priority bills that have not been heard, some of them
that include life that I think are just as important, but we' re
going to rehash gambling. If we' re going to rehash g a mbl i ng ,
then I want to do what I can to make sure that the racetracks
either get on there, which I understand may not h appen ei t h e r,
and there's been deals made that that won't happen, o r I c a n d o
what I can to vote no and to talk some of the you into not
voting for this. I also cannot understand why the rural people
would want to support only casinos in an urban ar ea whe n the
racetrack bu siness is a ru ral business, even t hou gh t he
racetracks are in urban areas. It's made up of rural people who
raise horses and they buy their feed from rural people, there' s
over 400 foals a year horn in this state. T here' s over 4 , 0 0 0
jobs in the s tate of Nebraska to do . ..that are di r e c t ly
connected to racetracks or more. A nd people ge t u p a t 5 :0 0 ,
some of them 4:00 in the morning, they' re out t her e working
these horses. They' ve been here since before this was a state.
It was the first gambling that ever took place in t his
territory, was horse racing.

SENATOR CQDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: But horse racing take...now will take a
backseat without, as far as I can understand reading t he bi l l ,
even have a chance to compete. We aren't even doing what Iowa
did. They allowed slot machines at racetracks, and that's all
the racetracks wanted. They want a chance to survive. LB 775
does not help them, but they' ve got over 4,000 jobs there. Why
are we doing this, people? Nobody has told me why. Not one
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