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small one with a little bit over 100, and they' re 25 miles
apart. And I'm providing these student numbers and distances so
you can understand two things. First, many of the small schools
in rural Nebraska are not small by choice, but by necessity.
That may not be true of the small schools i n t he east and
southeastern parts of Nebraska, but it's certainly true of most
small schools in my district, in these legislative districts to
the east...eacuse me, to the west and to the north. Second, by
setting the required number of students to 390 to qualify for
reorganisation incentives, we' re leaving out a large number of
small schools that might be interested in merging if there were
some financial assistance available to them. It would be
different if the 390 was a magic number, supported by scientific
studies about what wo rks best f or students, o r t he mo s t
cost-efficient. Ins tead, the 390 number is simply a number
that's divisible by 13. Ny suggestion of 260 is also divisible
by 13, but it fits into a more reasonable idea of what we want
to accomplish with school reorganiaation, that is, to encourage
smaller schools to merge. Ny last comment on this amendment is,
what the window of o pportunity is to reorganiae is much too
tight. It takes time for school hoards to study, negotiate, and
obtain community support before consolidation c an t a ke pl ac e .
The time frame in the amendment is f rom Na y 31 , 200 5 t o
June 1, 2007. It probably only applies to a handful of schools
that are al ready at or near completion of the reorganiaation
process. I will introduce legislation nact year to co rrect
these issues. And Sp eaker, I will be pulling my amendment.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BRONN: It is withdrawn. Nadam Clerk.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Nr. President, I do have a priox ity motion.
Senator Cha mbers w ou ld move to bracket the bill until
April 1 4 , 200 4 .

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. I would like to ask
Senator Raikes a question, if he's in the Chamber.

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Raikes, would you yield, please?
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