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market is outside Nebraska so it...that it has the effect of
bringing wealth into Nebraska. It said, let's look at things
that relate to our resources because that's where we can best
build on our natural advantages, and such resources as corn, for
example. And it sought to look at what was happening in the
country and predict what would have the most value added, what
was increasing rapidly. And let me go through some of the other
factors, but think about the factors we've talked about already,
targeted industry. Is the market elsewhere in the country and
can bring wealth back into Nebraska? That's ethanol. An
industry that's...that has the advantage of the natural
resources being here. That's obviously ethanol. They set out a
set of five factors as additional criteria they wanted to look
at. Does the industry have high growth potential? Does it have
the potential for wealth enhancement; that is, pays relatively
good wages? Is it high value added? 1Is it the sort of thing
that has the potential for large growth? Obviously, ethanol

does at this particular moment in time in our history. Is it
the sort of industry that, once you make a large investment,
it's likely to stay here for a long period of time? Again,

ethanol is a strong industry by that criteria. And then they
have the criteria of diversification, and obviously that
particular industry helps us to diversify our economy. But of
all of the different industry groups that they chose...that they
started to target and to focus on, very, very few of them had on
a high-moderate-low scale had highs in all five of those
categories, but ethanol did. So to the extent that you're
looking on...looking at something that should be supported, all
of the factors indicate that this is probably...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...an area that should be supported. And
beyond that, if you look at all the regions of the state that,
God knows, needs support, the rural areas, of course, are the
areas that we most need to pay attention to, in terms of their
economic stability and well-being. So it also fits into the
pattern of what we should support from the perspective of the
regions of the state that needs supporting. So there's a lot to
be said for supporting as much as we can in this area, as much
as we somehow can afford to do. And I would say that not only

13264



