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move forward with that. Let me also say this. Dur ing the
course of the in terim, we asked repeatedly of committee staff
from every standing legislative committee to review all statutes
that addressed an age of majority issue and respond to us with
concerns. There were some committee staff--I think it was based
on their employment with former committee Chairmen--that were
extremely responsive, extremely responsive, that said, think of
this, do this, we' ve run into this before, we thought about
this, this is an area that is okay. There was some constructive
ideas. There were some that never responded, so we went af t er
them and asked them, what are your concerns, do you...have you
looked at this? After those discussions, then we got some more
information that w as then used to craft some of the language
that's before you in the committee amendment. So t h i s wasn ' t
done behind the scenes. This was done open, and in front of all
these committees that Senator Chambers pointed out. Sen ator
Chambers has a valid concern. W e are changing public policy.
Now, these young people up in the balcony may be in the age of
1S years old, and some of them may be 19. Senator Jensen said,
well what happens if you lower the age of majority to 18 and a
high school student turns 18 and is legally an adult? What d o
his parents do wi th him? I turned 19 when I was a senior in
high school. What did my parents do with me? They said, you
live in our home, you abide by our rules. That is already a
problem today. So some of the concerns that are there will be a
concern in the future. Our discussion I think is appropriate as
far as the concerns and the idea. We' re trying to come up with
a solution that we think makes a measured step. We' re looking
at the committee amendment. B ut I think w hen w e' re t al ki n g
about this discussion, it really helps to make sure that we
actually talk about what's in the bill. So aga in, w e' re no t
changing the gambling age, as Senator Jensen referred to. We' ve
already got a problem in the state of Nebraska of young people
turning 19. We' ll probably have that problem in the future,
depending upon what age we set for entrance into school, as f a r
• s that, as well as high school athletics, which is a big reason
why some kids get held back in some parts of the state, so they
can continue to participate in athletics. And finally, we did
this with the assistance, or requests, of every committee staff,
every committee counsel, every standing committee in this
legislative body. So we have done the research. I f you have
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