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education. And that's what we call the former ward program.
Under LB 391, there would be an increase in the amount of money
that would be available for all former wards, regardless of
whether they were, you know, directly involved in this situation
as far as the transition or not. But there would be a
$.25 million that would be increased to that program. And that
program allows for former wards to receive housing. It allows
for them to receive some transportation money. There's a number
of other services that they can receive under the law that would
be granted to them. And so it is a transition period that does
recognize that most young people in the state of Nebraska have
family or other resources that they can go to to seek help.
However, there are those circumstances where individuals may not
have that opportunity, and the state was previously responsible
for those individuals, in the terms of some of the services,
that we need to be sensitive of in moving forward and making
sure that there is funding available for those individuals. The
bill was introduced, and did not have a fiscal note until quite
a ways after the introduction of the bill. Some have alluded,
or made the assumption that the bill was introduced to save
money. That is actually not the case. The bill was introduced
to correct what I think is an inadequacy in our law. And I
think it has to be done systematically, and I appreciate the
discussion, and I will continue to be a part of this discussion
and to listen to individual members' concerns and try to come up
with solutions or answers to them. Because I think if there's
questions on their part, I'm sure that there have been gquestions
that have been answered through the Judiciary Committee, as well
as through the interim study. But the fiscal note does reflect
that difference in law from going from a simple age of 19 to the
reality that the services will continue on through an individual
graduates, and then taking the additional savings and
transferring it into the former ward program. And so like I
said earlier, 1 will go through and do this. But let me speak
to the bigger issue here. LB 391 was introduced. We had a
legisl:tive hearing. Legislative hearing, individuals came and
testified. Most came in support. I think there were a handful
of individuals who came in support for their own reasons. After
that, the committee said,...
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