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Judiciary Committee is a discussion that probably will take some
time and is one of those areas of law that encompass...or one of
those bills that encompasses a lot of areas of law. And so
Senator Chambers' concerns I think are warranted, in the fact
that there are some issues in here that need to be addressed.
And we could have gone forward with a proposal that would have
been done halfheartedly, or would not have opened up the level
or the volume of information that is in it. However, we believe
that in the fairness to the body for the discussion that we are
going to have, that the issues that are held in the committee
amendment are generally those issues that have been deemed as
part of the age of majority statute, not a separate public
pelicy debate. Now, this will be a separate public policy
debate on these issues. I recognize that. However, we have a
list of a lot of other issues that were intended on being
included, but when we went through and looked at why those ages
were set, there was a strong policy argument why they were set
at that age at the time of enactment. Those were removed from
the committee amendment. And so from the standpoint of what's
in the committee amendment, there are a lot of issues. And
obviously, the handout that Senator Brashear distributed to you
outlines some of those, as far as what it is that we are
intending to fix. But remember that the intent of the
underlying bill or the underlying idea is to, instead of fixing
a small problem here or an issue there, to look at the broader
issue and to figure out a way to do this. Granted, this is
going to be an opportunity, if you will, for a lot of
discussion, a lot of amendments. But again, the idea comes back
to those areas of law that were generally determined to be age
of majority or age of majority reference, as opposed to separate
public policy decisions, are in the committee amendments. That
is the underlying amendment. I do not discount any of the
discussion that we need to have on that. But I would again
redirect your attention to the amendment that is before us.
That ensures that this bill...or this committee amendment, if
adopted, would ensure that child support is not affected
retroactively. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you, Senator Erdman. The Chair
recognizes Senator Bourne.
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