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SENATOR CHANBERS: Sen ator Beutler, are you preparing that
amendment?

SENATOR BEUTLER: I am , but I haven't had an opportunity to
discuss it with Senator Erdman to see what his intent was and
that kind of thing.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Then I will continue to speak while you and
he discuss that. I will tell you why I think it 's a goo d
amendment. When you say "shall," you close the entire field to
every other prosecutor in the state. There could be situations
where the Attorney General may not have enough time to take the
case, where the Attorney General may not want to take the case.
But if you say "shall," then it means, if the Attorney General
does not act, nothing is to be done. With all due respect to
the Attorney General, I don't want a situation to arise where
there could be political cronyism that c ould c reep in an d
somebody would be given a free ride. I' ve been critical of the
current Attorney General for how easy he 1st off the fo rmer
State Treasurer Byrd, and I'm not satisfied with the way the
current Attorney General handled the case of the man who w as
worked for...as head of the Lottery Division and took that trip
and didn' t...for his wife and did not pay for i t, which was a
violation of the law. Nonths passed and he didn't pay. Then,
when it became clear that a complaint was going to be filed o r
had been filed, he then paid, and the Attorney General, he's a
youngster, naive, but I don't think this can be a ttributed to
that, concluded that although the law was violated, this man
intended to pay all the time. We ll, that's like you get a
traffic ticket, you don't pay it and they put one of those hoots
on your car or tow it to the impound lot and you say, oh, well,
I intended to pay all the time; I gust didn't get around to it.
They say, oh, okay, then we' ll drive your car hack to your house
and w e sw eep t he boo k s c l e a n so o n as y o u pay your p ar k i ng
ticket. There is too much of that, that goes on. This area of
the law is too serious. I took it very seriously, worked with
the parties who had an interest, so I do not want to cr eate a
hermetically-sealed way of handling this so that should a friend
of the Attorney General be involved, or should a hospital or
some provider who is a friend of Sokol, Yanney, or Sco t prevail
on the Attorney General to do nothing, then nothing wil l be
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