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Medicaid fraud control unit. Nebraska is one of two states that
does not have such a unit. We have a waiver and realistically
the only opportunity we have to ensure enforcement and
prosecution of those who would fraud our Medicaid system is if
the U.S. Attorney's Office would take the case. And so this
provides us the opportunity to ensure that the millions of
dollars that we're spending in Medicaid are being spent
appropriately, that the system is being administered correctly
in the eyes of those distributing the funds, but also that those
individuals who would be under the system would have an
opportunity to have issues of neglect and abuse investigated on
their behalf. The substantive changes to the amendment versus
the committee amendment; we have created a definition for the
Office of the Attorney General to eliminate any confusion that
may be out there; we have also gone through and removed any
language that refers to the criminal section that was in this
amendment. The thought behind that is that there are already
remedies under law that we discussed on the last time we spoke
and, to remove any concern about that, we authorized the
Attorney General's Office to prosecute under existing law. I
would then yield the rest of my time, Mr. President, to Senator
Chambers, if he would care to use it.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Chambers, did you care to use the
rest of the time?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Myr. President. Thank you, Senator
Erdman. I will not use a great deal of time and a lot of
us...well, several of us did do a lot of work...wait a minute.
Several of us worked on this. I did a lot of work, I know, and
probably others did a lot too, but I won't speak for how much
anybody else did. Senator Beutler has found a place in the
amendment where it says the Attorney General shall take charge
of every case that would come under this statute, and I think
that word should be changed from "shall" to "may," and I'd like
to ask Senator Beutler a question.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler, would you respond?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Yes, Senator Chambers.
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