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Innovation Funds going into scholarships or grants for the
Governor for innovative education ideas and for consolidation.
While it's education related, I don't see it, the nexus there.
And I see that our exposure...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BOURNE: ...is too great here and it seems to me to make
sense that...to wait on this. I don't want to see the money
continue to be diverted from the lottery. Whether it's from the
education side or the environment side, I think we need to stop
diverting that money. If we're going to divert it, we should
divert it into the General Funds and it should be on an equal
basis. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Raikes,
there are no further lights on. You're recognized to close on
AM3480.

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I do
much appreciate the discussion, your interest in this idea.
I'll try to respond to a couple of the points that have been
made and the most recent, Senator Bourne's, the notion that,
well, it is a possibility to wait, and he's right, you could. I
happen to think that the education lottery monies, it makes
sense. This is a use that makes sense. In fact, I would say
more than that. It's a very good use of those funds from the
state's standpoint. I would also say I think it is important to
put this in place now because it is a clear signal to school
systems. This is...this requires a significant restructuring.
It's only a two-year window. You cannot get this done in a
week; so if this is adopted, it's a clear signal to schools that
this is going to happen; put yourselves in position, if you have
any interest, to see that you can take advantage of this
program. If we were so lucky as to have the number of school
systems, all the standard school systems participate, yes, it
would be an up-front financial burden, but I think the long-term
financial impacts to the state would be very, very, very

beneficial. So that's a two-edged sword, I understand, but I
would hate to argue against the possibility that this program
might work well. Now there were a couple other points made
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