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talk until I think of something to say, because I have no idea
what is going to come out of my mouth, but I'm just really,
really frustrated. We have been working on these budget bills
for a number of hours now. We have had proposals to raise the
gas tax, to put a surcharge on electricity, to do something with
the sales tax, the income tax, and so forth. Nothing has
passed. I don't know what we do. We're...we know that we're
going to have to pay this judgment for the 1low-level nuclear
waste. And we all say, well, let's just do nothing. Let's wait
and see what the price actually is. Some of the people that
have spoken against some of these various issues won't even be
here next year. They don't even have to worry about this next
year. The rest of us are going to. I have had conversations
with the Governor, not today, not this week, previous years, on
raising the property tax, allowing schools to charge more for
their local patrons to pay for their schools. Granted, I know
we have to have education and we have to pay for it. But why
should it always fall to the greatest share on the property
taxpayers? It seems as if you...when you have a high income,
you don't want to pay income tax. If you are fixed-income or
low-income, well, we know that sales tax is regressive. Well,
yes, maybe. But there is, to a point, a way that you can
determine how much sales tax you're going to pay. If you want
tuv go to the dollar store and buy your jeans for 10 bucks, which
I do, the sales tax is 70 cents. If you go to one of the
higher-end stores and you pay $52, the tax is, I think, $3.64 or
thereabouts. So there is a difference. And you can limit what
you're going to pay on sales tax. Same way with if you go to
Weird Wally's and buy a basic transportation car, or you get the
latest high-luxury model off the let, there's going to be a
difference in sales tax. We don't pay sales tax on food. Maybe
we should think about that. With a credit, of course, to the
lower-income people. I don't know what we're going to do. When
I have income, I don't mind paying income tax, because it means
that at least I made some money that year. But if we're going
to come back next year and say, well, now we have to raise the
property tax...or the levy back up to $1.10, that is going to
hit a certain amount of the population just as hard, or harder,
because there is no way that we can pass those costs on. We pay
sales tax. We pay income tax. We pay property tax. But the 49
of us now have decided, well, we don't want to pay this ~ne, we
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