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FLOOR DEBATE
April 1, 2004 LB 1090
SENATOR QUANDAHL: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the

body. I believe we're back onto Senator Janssen's and I believe
this is the sales tax portion so I will address that, although I
will speak 1in passing of Senator Beutler's amendment or motion
to reconsider or whatever that was that just got pulled off. I
guess my gquestion and the question in my mind that's been kind
of floating around for the last couple of days is whether these
sort of amendments are actually germane to LB 1090 as it's
currently drafted right now. And so that's a question so even
if these do get attached to LB 1090, I would think that they
would be subject to attack because I don't think they're
germane. But that being said, I've been listening here today
with everybody else and I've heard some fairly interesting
impassioned speeches. I heard what Senator Stuthman said
earlier, at about 5:00, and I agree with him 100 percent. I
heard what Senator Bourne said and he, again, reiterates that he
doesn't feel and I don't feel that it's absolutely necessary
that we pass some kind of tax this year because if we do
not...if we simply say no to sales taxes, say no to income
taxes, say no to electrical surcharges, say no to gas taxes,
that is an answer. We don't have to vote for a tax increase
this year. Senator Pederson also came to the conclusion that
what is the use of increasing a sales tax and an income tax if
it's not going to solve any perceived problem that we have. And
the amendment that's before you here right now would not solve
any perceived problems or any problems that have been, I guess,

enunciated on the floor up to this point. They wouldn't raise
enough money to solve any perceived problem. And I would again
say that I don't believe that there is a problem. And I do

believe that sometimes just saying no is the correct answer.
And I do think that that's the point that we're at right now.
It is an option and it is a valid option to say no. If we look
at what the Revenue Committee did this year, at the beginning of
the session I believe I heard Senator Landis say that he did not
believe that this body and that the state of Nebraska had the
stomach for any more tax increases this year. I believe I heard
him say that. And what happened in the Revenue Committee this
year? The Revenue Committee did not put forth any sales tax
increase that I know of, any income tax increase that I know
this year, any electrical surcharge, any gas tax increase. The
Revenue Committee did not come forth with any of those
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