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SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you. Senator Beutler, you' re recognized
to open on your amendment.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Se nator Schimek, members of the Leclslature,
we' re to the point now wh ere i f we want to e xer lse some
positive leadership, we can solve the problem with >his bill.
With this amendment, what I'm doing is deleting out of the hill
everything having to do with the electrical surcharge. The
electrical surcharge was my idea. I thought it was a good idea.
I looked forward to voting with Senator Pam Redfield on i t
together. We relished those moments when we can together do
something. But it is the third choice of a series of cho i c es
and options. I ' ve been around. I' ve talked to enough people.
What people are most interested in is either the sales t ax or
there are 17 to 20 who want the income tax. There is not a
majority for either one, but that's the playing field, and we
can all g et on that little playing field and we can say, if I
don't get it my way, I'm taking the football and going home. I
had a couple cousins like that. Or you can say, let's think
about where each of us can give a little, regardless o f w h i c h
side of the situation t>at we' re on, and try to make something
of it. Senator Janssen's bill (sic) is a 4158 million
proposition, but when you subtract out of it the surcharge, as
this amendment would do, you' re dealing with a r ev enue-r a i s i ng
proposition of 4 112 million which would consist of a quarter
percent sales tax for roughly 461 million and a year of income
tax inc rease, both of th ese i ncreases for one ye ar, of
SSl million. Frankly, this Legislature is no different than a
hundred that came before us . We' ve always ended up kind of
splitting halfway between income and sales t ax , and t hat ' s
basically what this Janssen bill (sic) would do once you adopt
this amendment. And if we can't figure out, with a $296 million
deficit, how to come together when all o f t h e L egislatures
before us have m anaged to m ake this compromise, there' s
something wrong with us. There really is. Every business would
put on its balance sheet a contingent liability of the nature of
this low-level judgment. It would be there and they would set
aside funds to take care of it, aside from their other business
operations. An insurance company would set aside re se r v es t o
pay this. We' ve made revenue estimates in the same manner that
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