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Senator Tys on , Sen a t or Quandahl, some others have said. We
talked extensively yesterday about do we have enough cash flow
to get us through until June 30 of next year, which is the start
of our next biennium? And everybody that's associated with the
Appropriations Committee has agreed, to my knowledge, that we do
have enough cash flow to get us through. So again, if we' re
going to raise taxes, it's going to be for one of two or both
reasons: one, to help set us up for the judgement, and if that
comes due, that we have some money on hand t o pa y th at; o r
number two, to help prepare for our out years and that we have
to make up the 3 percent and have that in reserve. So we don' t
need to raise revenue, in my opinion, right now unless it's for
one of those two reasons. I do l ike the d iscussion between
Senator Brashear and Senator Bromm, and I'm very interested in
that. I know we' ll have extensive debate on that on the n ext
level of debate. But...and I intend to participate in that. It
seams to me if we can change the interest rate, why couldn't we
just change the law so that they can't sue us. But th at's a
little too elementary, I guess. I'm being a little sarcastic.
But, you know, we' re getting a long ways towards doing nothing
here, and it's what's frustrating to me is, is what we' re going
to be asked to do this year is we' re going to be asked to raise
taxes to address the low-level potential judgment, and we may or
may not do th at. But then if you look at the out...at the
sheet, the green sheet, we' re going to be asked to raise taxes
again next year. So my sense is, is until we know the exact
deficit that we' re facing, I'm of the opinion, like Senator
Tyson, Senator Quandahl, is to do nothing. We have enough cash
to get us through to the end of the biennium. Th e only reason
we want to raise revenue this year is to help prepare for what
we know is coming, but we d on't know the e xtent of what' s
coming. You talk to some Appropriations Committee members, they
think that the Forecasting Board was exceedingly pessimistic.
If that's the case, we' ll have extra money. Some people say the
market is turning around, some people are saying that people are
spending more, we' re receiving more in sales, in sales tax. I
don't know , but what we' re going to be asked to do if we' re
going to raise taxes now to pay the judgment, we' ll be asked to
raise taxes again next year to fund the deficit. N y sense i s
let's wait till we see the extent of it, and the extent of the
deficit, how much we have to do. Senator Engel, would you y i e l d
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