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different situation. And I'll admit that this is a unique

situation and it's tempting because it's a unique situation, to
open up this new line of credit. But just as I believe too many
lines of credit are available in society today and it's going to
turn around and bite us in the future, I don't want to do that
here in state government. And realizing that Senator Brashear
has pulled back the numbers a bit, certainly it started more, I
mean, his original intent, it's my understanding anyway, that it
would be to finance the entire shortfall contained in our
budget. And regardless of how you look at it though, it is
truly a new 1line of credit. And it bothers me when we have a
trust fund, truly a trust fund, when you talked about user fees,
whether it's gas tax or sales tax on a vehicle, going to provide

for the infrastructure associated therewith. And the
Legislature has tried the trust fund label in other areas of
government, but it's drastically different. Whether it's the

healthcare trust fund, how those dollars got there and how
they're spent, it's much different than the Highway Trust Fund.
Whether it's the Environmental Trust Fund, much different; that
is not even contained in the state constitution. But we have
the Highway Trust Fund. There might be some points about the
automatic tax increase that is a mechanism here, that I don't
really care for, but it is a plan in place and I believe we need

to honor that plan. And we can do that, I believe, through
better fiscal restraint and coming back, if we need to, in a
special session. I hate to say that. I understand that there

are many sacrifices made during the interim that exist, that are
out there. Per hour, it probably does cost me as much to come
to special session as it does others. I do have to come further
than anyone else and it certainly is an imposition in my own
nonpolitical career, and it's bothersome to me to think about
that. But opening a new line of credit,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SMITH: ...opening a new line of credit to avoid a
special session, I cannot support. In the long term, I think
this is detrimental and we need, no matter what we do, I hope we
can look to the long-term impact that we have today, and
especially with the shifting membership of the Legislature
that's bound to happen over the next few years. Thank you,
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