
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

~ OO ~KQ&XE

Apri l 1 , 2 0 04 LB 1090

going to challenge this one, then ne ither am I. But we ' re
talking about a cash fund transfer bill. And the only amendment
before us that actually transfers cash funds is S enator
Brashear's. But let's talk about what the real problem is. The
real problem is, how do we solve t his $160 million pending
judgment, and when do we do that? Do we do that now? We have
an economy that is recovering, recovering slowly. Do we do that
now and have the unintended consequences of impairing that
recovery by ta king more m oney o ut of the citixens' pockets?
Regardless of how laudable or how important the solution is, do
we do that now? Do we do it in the form of a sales tax, income
tax? Do we do it in the form of electrical surcharge'? Do we do
that now? That's a question before us. If you' re going to say
we shouldn't do anything at this time, that doesn't mean that
you' re not going to do something at a later time. And then some
would argue, well, you' re going to mi ss the opportunity to
respond accordingly. Well, what is that opportunity? We as a
state have gone down this path, saying we h ave done nothing
wrong at al l. We did everything right, maybe. We did...you
know, now we' re starting to back up, saying, well, maybe we did
these wrong. And it's the Legislature that's responsible for
making those decisions, and rightfully so. But in the idea that
we' re going to set aside money and go to a group of people that
we have literally thumbed our noses at for the last so many
years and say, could you please play nicely with u s, I don' t
know that they' re going to say, okay. I don't know that they' re
not going to...you know, how do we as a body say, well, if we do
this, it's going to give us a better hand because we' re trying
to assume what the other side is going to accept? The reality
is, we could set aside money ahead of time, prior to any final
judgment, final settlement, and they could say, well, that' s
great, send us the full amount, but send us this amount now, and
we' ll figure out what happens. There's a lot of uncertainty.
And I think the comments that have been made in the p ast day
about, we' re trying to so lve a problem but we don't actually
know what the full amount of the problem is . So that's the
thing that I think is before us. And I think that's the thing
t hat i s . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
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