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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator Chambers.
Senator Chambers, you may speak next if you care to.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Nr. President. M em bers of the
Legislature, people who watch professional football know that
there are certain cpaarterbacks who are known for being able to,
what is called, manage the clock, and that comes into play when
the two-minute warning is sounded. And the two-minute warning
comes two minutes before the end of the game. Some guarterbacks
know how to c all plays and extend that time, it seems,
indefinitely. They have the kind of plays that can move their
team down the field incrementally while conserving as much time
as is necessary to score, but they manage the clock against the
other team's welfare by ensuring, to the extent that they can,
that the other team will not have enough time remaining to
counter score. I'm a clock manager in the Legislature. People
don't realise that. They get wrought up. They get emotional
and they get caught up in their one individual issue. I don ' t
do that. Ne 've got a whole lot of time left in this session,
far more than the eguivalent of two minutes at t he e n d of a
football game. Peo ple who should have been here providing
leadership have not been here, but we have picked up t he sl ac k
and done it anyway. So I don't want a person to look at me
critically and expect me to accept the cr iticism and r ef r a i n
from what I 'm doing. I'm going to fight against issues that I
don't believe in, and I don't care if we wind up in a special
session. But be fore you all look at me, you all look at your
leaders. Do that and ask how you ca me t o the set o f
circumstances you find yourselves in. When I said I would step
aside if lethal injection came off the agenda and facilitate the
movement of things in this Legislature, that's what I did , and
things flowed along. So I' ve kept my end of the bargain. In
fact, I' ve gone beyond what some people that I w as bar g a i n i ng
with thought that I would do. But all things come to an end
and, having delivered on my part of the bargain that was bas ed
on a particular issue, I now am going to revert to the way that
I do things, and what I don't like, I'm going to fight. I do
not like the sales tax, but I do like the idea of our discussing
it. There has to be more bludgeoning. There has t o b e a b i t
more blood seepage before people come to the realisation that
something has got to be done. That point has not been reached
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