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here. Someone has already asked for it and read i t . I f you
want to re view what he sa id yesterday, it's better than me
repeating it, because I think, once again, he laid out the case
very well. Ny sense is there's not very many of you today think
that we should not face it, so I think we' ve made some progress.
I'm not going to...I' ve taken no vote count, but my sense is
that a majority of you at this point feel we should face it.
You just don't want to drink the poison pill to solve it. And
I'm going to comment on Senator Beutler's sales tax that i t i s
true, that's what t he Go vernor and our committee.. .we didn' t
take a solid position on it as Appropriations, but we do. The
Governor had said that he would support a sales tax. And i f
you...as I reminded you yesterday, we were very careful t o say
that when I w ent to the Revenue Committee that it's equivalent
of a half-cent sales tax with $122 million but it would b e t he
Revenue C ommittee's d ecision. Sin ce we' ve had the debate all
day yesterday on three possibilities a nd n o w t hi s bec omes a
fourth, I 'm going to stick my neck out and ask that you start
seriously considering some k ind of co nsensus. Prom my
viewpoint, I can go t he income tax. There's a dvantages and
disadvantages, one of which the disadvantage is it doesn't kick
in soon enough. I t does meet some of your requirements in that
you perceive it as fair, based on the ability to p ay, and i t
doesn't go to property taxes. It doesn't raise quite as much as
Senator H artnett has. R emember, most of all these are destined
for the Cash Reserve to be ultimately used for the low-level
nuclear waste. I think it was agreed yesterday, I think most
agree that we do not have to have this to balance the budget in
July 1, 2004, to June 30, 2005. We are looking at the low-level
nuclear lawsuit, specifically. So we can do the income tax.
It's a little awkward kicking in. The money doesn't come in as
fast, but it w ould be there. The s ales tax would kick in
October 1, so by the first of January there would be some money.
I can live with the sales tax myself; income, sales , o r per ha ps
some of you will consider a combination, let's say a quarter of
a cent sales tax and something less than the full amount that
Senator Hartnett is proposing in his income tax. S o I ho p e t ha t
there will be som e discussion on what. We' re having to make
this decision in public debate. I th ink it's i mportant to
understand where we' re at. I don't sense a lot of support for
bonding. I don't sense a lot of support for the el ectrical
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