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the eguation, and if we also take out of the eguation perhaps
setting aside reserves for the out ye ars, is it absolutely
necessary, or could we get by without raising taxes this year?
And I believe that the answer that I heard was, yes, yes, we do
have sufficient cash flow to get through this year without
raising tho se taxes, w ithout taking any of those t hree
unpalatable options that are here before us. A nd so I wou ld
just posit that, that there is another option out there, there
is another possibili y out there. And granted, it's an option
that may seem unpalatable to a lot of us here, and that being
basically putting off a hard decision for another year. But it
would appear, from o ur cu rrent financial situation, that we
could get by without taking any of those options, and raising
the taxes. Tha t would fulfill our constitutional obligations
that we have here as a Legislature to pass and to b alance the
budget. That would also get us through the next year. A lot of
the discussion prior to Senator Hartnett's amendment centered
around the low-level suit. A nd I happen to be on e of those
people that don't like what I'm seeing out of the district court
and out of the Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit. But I also
feel that it would appear that that is a bill that has not yet
become due from the state of Nebraska. And so as such, it would
be something that we could put off to next year. Be cause even
if you look at the v arious statutes and the constitutional
provisions that we have here in the state of Nebraska to d eal
with a j udgment that would be rendered against the state, if
that happened, it would appear to me that if it's submitted to
the De partment of Administrative Services, pursuant to
statute — and Senator Bromm talked about a statute that would
accrue interest at 10 percent, that being Section 25-21211 — that
that wouldn't become ripe, or that wouldn't be something that
the Legislature would deal with until the next regular session,
that being next year. And so I guess the...if I could start a
t heme — and granted , . . .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR QUANDAHL: ...it's a theme that I know a lot o f f olks
probably won't like, but i t is a possible solution to the
situation that we' re in right now--is to simply to do no thing,
not to raise sales taxes, not to raise income taxes, not to put
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