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responsibility away from us. It's an easy way out for us. And

I heard several say, it's the least painless or it's the
most...well, why is it? Because you don't have to bite the
bullet to raise the taxes or if ‘hat's what we need to do is cut
more spending. I'd like to also just talk briefly, I thought
about this too late, but I should have...I can do an interim
study within the Fiscal Office, and I'm going to alert the
Fiscal Office what I'm thinking. I think we need to look out
under our present trends, and that we're talking about the
structure. Senator Bourne, you talked about that. We aren't
too far off on our structure right now, but we're going to get
worse as we watch Medicaid go up, as we watch health insurance
costs. I'm going to, over the interim, this summer, and next
winter I'll be back with what kind of projections will...what
will our budget look like in 2012, just 8 years away, with the
present trends that we're seeing? Senator Brown brought that to
my attention with the pie chart she showed what's happened just
in the last few years, and I guarantee you what you're going to
see is education at the...higher education is going to be less
of a part of our demands and we are going to see a huge
increase, the baby boomers are going to hit, we're going to have
long-term nursing home care. By 2012, it's going to scare the
socks off of you. And I don't think, in contrast to what's some
being said here, we haven't done much about our structure, we
have looked at our budget very carefully in most cases. And
it's my considered opinion that we can't...we're going to have
to change as a society or as a state our attitude towards what
we're going to have to want...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...to do and we just can't avoid the taxing.
If we're going to take care of the elderly, if we're gcing to
take care of the needy, if we're going to provide the type of
education we think our kids should have, both K-12 and higher
ed, that's three-fourths of our budget I just talked about right
now, three-fourths of our budget, and we can't balance
three-fourths of our budget on one-fourth of the rest of it, the
operating. So there is going to have to be some changes and I
don't know what they are. Even if I knew, no one would believe
it today. But we talk about structure, that is a huge issue,
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