
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

~ i ~GO 4~~B

March 3 1 , 20 0 4 LB 10 90

get over the fact that Nebraska is perfectly willing and, on
occasion, has had high-level nuclear waste dumps. We still have
one 20 miles southwest of Lincoln. We had nuclear missiles,
which certainly were more dangerous than any kind of dump t hat
you can come up with, almost within sight of where we are
sitting right now, and they were okay. But we couldn't find a
place for the low-level sort of things that every hospita? that
does any kind of significant procedures produce every day. W e
actually could look at all of our hospitals as being low-level
nuclear waste dumps, but we couldn't find a pl ace, a common
site, for all o f t hese. Wha t I was thinking of as we were
sitting here is this. Maybe what we have is a fine for th e
voters of the st ate of Nebraska for not co ming up with a
solution these past many years. If you ' re going down t he
highway and you get pulled over for speeding or whatever, they
don't ask you whether you make $1 million a year or whether you
make $12,000 a year; the fi ne is the fi ne. Nayb e this
is...should be looked at as a voter fine, and I don't say that,
that we should think of penalising one party here for making the
decision. I think you can certainly make a case that the other
party officials involved here haven't solved the problem once it
showed up . But the fact of th e matt er is that the
responsibility still goes back if we' re going to say government
by the people. So I don't know as we ought to be fined in this
case and then ask just certain groups of people to pay the fine.
Maybe those that v oted or those that didn't vote should bear
equal responsibility. One of the things...(laugh) I wrote down
here, no, I'm not suggesting that we go back to a poll tax, by
the way. But the...it seems to me that we h ave t o be very
cautious in this state where we increase the tax. I remember
Senator Landis, and I think I'm quoting him right, is h e said
that we ar e a relatively high-tax state across the board, but
the one place where we have to watch what we' re doing is on the
income tax, and that if we tax those...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR J OHNSON: ...at the top, and that's what we have a
tendency to do and I don't think Senator Hartnett has t h at i n
his bill, tendency is t o those people can afford it, but I
remember what Senator Landis said. Th ose a re t he deci s i o n
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