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three options that I won't speak to at this point. I si mpl y
want to indicate that I do not think doing nothing is an option.
It will be easy to go home and say we' ll face it next year and
maybe things will be this way and maybe they' ll be that way, but
I think it's erroneous to think that we can take the hu ndred
and...let's use the S150 million low-level nuclear waste issue,
take it out of our operating budget. Most of us that are
familiar with that do not think that's the option, and I think I
can speak for the Governor on that side too, to take out another
4150 million out of ou r operating budget in order to pay this
lawsuit. So once you clear that hurdle that we h av e t o f i nd
additional revenue to do th is, albeit temporarily, and that
would be my fervent hope and wish and absolute actually that
this would be a temporary raising of this lawsuit that we are
going to have to fund. And then I look ahead and see what the
options are if we don't do something and come back next year, it
looks like to m e we' re going to be...we' re going to really be
starting out in the hole literally in terms of a p ro cess, if
nothing else. If we are...if we put it off until next year, it
could easily be a year from today, a year from right now, before
we'd have a decision made on which we should do. And let's just
take...fust take the surcharge starting January l. I f we wait
till next year, we' re already well into the next year. If we
wait...if we do the income tax, I think that's January 1 also, I
might be...stand corrected, but anyway, the money will not be
coming in . And if we go Senator Brashear's route, that could
come in probably sooner. But the issue really is, if that
interest is t o start November 1 and even if...I know there' s
quite a bit of comment said about we can mediate that, it w ill
not...or negotiate, it w ill not reach 10 percent, it could be
something less we could do it in, and that's true, we p robably
can do something like that. But either way, we are going to be
behind from the beginning and facing some interest charges. And
even going to the 51.10, which failed, is one o f t h e o ptions
that I like...one of the things I liked about that option was we
could, sincerely and honestly, delay that decision off into the
future. If we had decided it now, we could have come back next
year and altered the $1.10, S1.07, S1.05 after we knew more
about our revenue options, after we knew more about the lawsuit,
but at least there was a forewarning of where we were he aded.
These decisions, now going back to these three options, we are
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