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measure, but we are in unusual circumstances. We're looking at
that '06-07 out year biennium deficit, what, $296 million, so we
are under unusual circumstances and our citizens are looking to
us to do some unusual things and to think outside the box and to
perhaps close some facilities as we address these deficits.
Very quickly, with regard to the offender selection worksheet
scores and those that were eligible for the Work Ethic Camp,
Senator Baker, it does...for them to be eligible for the Work
Ethic Camp it does indeed take into account the gravity of the
offense and it takes into account the aggravating and mitigating
circumstances with regard to the background of the offender.
And all this information is put through a score sheet, if you
will, and then it's determined whether or not they're eligible
for the Work Ethic Camp. And again, 1,851 individuals last year
were eligible for the Work Ethic Camp. Only 103 of them went
out of that, out of that subgroup; 200...excuse me, 258 that
were eligible, given the gravity of offense, aggravating and
mitigating circumstances surrounding the offender, 258 of them
that were eligible for the Work Ethic Camp went on traditional
probation. Throughout the afternoon, many members spoke of the
need for structural changes and I would like just to highlight
the component of the amendment that I'm offering, which has to
do with the .“ructural changes, and that is the hiring of 20
intensive supervision probation officers to have the state of
Nebraska the ability to service, if you will, in the community,
to supervise an additional 500 offenders a year so that we
can...we can...we can effect dramatic changes in our Department
of Corrections budget. You know, the Department of Corrections
obviously is behind the glass, and I'm always kind of suspicious
when they react negatively towards members of this Legislature
looking at progressive ways that we can stem the tide to our
highest level end of corrections, which is our penitentiary. We
can supervise 500 offenders in the community, 500 additional
offenders under intensive supervision probation at a cost of
$131 bucks a month. I mean you compare that to the costs of the
penitentiary, you compare that to the cost of the Work Ethic

Camp, and there's no comparison. It is indeed the best deal
that we could get and still maintain quality supervision over
these offenders. They use the electronic monitoring. They go

out all nights, all days and all nights, and they check in with
these offenders and they do drug testing in the community. They
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