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you' re getting it off this b lue s heet, that was b a sed on
admissions a prior year w hen i t wa s working at 60 percent
capacity. Th ose figures are...do not apply today. It 's at
103 percent of capacity. Our cost is going down, average,
obviously, as we increase offender sentencing to Work Ethic
Camp. So those are old figures and I see where you get them off
this blue sheet that's handed out occasionally to senators, but
they' re not...they' re not correct at t his time. We' re at
103 percent of capacity and have been at capacity for some time
now. So it's issue...it's working, I think. And I can
understand what Senator Synowiecki's concern is. We can save
money and I think, on my personal thought is, we need to expand
facilities like the Work Ethic Camp, keep these people out
behind from going to prison. And we' re guibbling about whether
they were eligible for ISP. No, the fact is they' re out there
on ISP but, as a condition of ISP, they have to attend the Work
Ethic Camp. They don't agree to go to the Work Ethic Camp,
they' re not eligible for ISP, they go to pr ison, with the
exception a few of these did not commit a serious enough offense
to have to be sentenced to ISP or prison, either one. So I, for
one, would like to see the work camp expanded and keep these
people out of the high-cost beds in prison. So we' re headed the
wrong direction here, if you ask me, because these people that
you say wouldn't go to NcCook, close the facility, don't go to
NcCook, the vast, vast majority of them would go beh i n d t he
walls. And what...the information I'm given by Corrections is
that the average sentence to these offenders would be two years
in prison if t hey don't go through the Work Ethic Camp as a
condition of ISP, two years. So we' re going to sacrifice these
figures, and the figures, as I' ve said t ime, you can make
numbers say whatever you want them to sa y. The f i gu r e s i s
something less than 414,000, considerably less than 614,000 on
an annual basis, considerably less, because I think at the time
that blue sheet was out...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BAKER: ...we were somewhere around 65 percent capacity
and they' re now over capacity. So those figures are going down
dramatically. I'm in favor of expanding work release and the
Work Ethic Camp theory to include more people, more c ap a c i t y .
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