
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OP THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

XLQQ~RQLXl

March 30 , 2 00 4 LB 1089

in the out two years. But we say we can ' t possi b ~y cut
$300 million out this year in order to get there.

SENATOR BOVRNE: Okay . Senator Wehrbein, and I' ll be honest
with you, I did not review the Governor's recommendations when
he put those recommendations out at the b eginning of the

SENATOR CQDABACK: Time. Senator Wehrbein, followed by Senator
Redfield, Cunningham, Smith, and others .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay. Did you say me, Mr. President?

SENATOR CODABACK: I did, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Since I'm going to... I wa s go i ng to g o d own
the list a little mora, but I will pick up on what Se nator
Bourne asked. If you also notice in line 29, the 51.00, 41.10,
if we had passed the $1.10, Senator Bourne, that number would
have shown up there at $52 million each year, or 5104 million,
which would have reduced 4296 million by 5104 million, would
bring that to S192 million. And if we have 4175 million minimum
reserve rayairement, 175 to 192 is what, 15? No. Ye ah . W e ' d
be about $15 million short; 75 to 92 , yeah...or $17 million
short. So those two factors alone would have brought us up to
within...and then you'd have to add the minimum reserve back
into that. But I'm just saying we...that was one way of...what
4 1.10 w o ul d ha v e don e because i t wou l d have r ed uced our
expenses. And so . . . I was just telling you. If you have a
cpaestion, I' ll answer, but I'm going to go. .. I'm going to go on
down the list here a minute. I was at the Secretary of State.
I explained that. Now the State Auditor, that is kind of a sore
spot. We' ve...the Auditor was cut back severely, if you a ll
r ecal l , a f ew y ea rs a g o . Mrs. Witek is trying hard to bring
that agency back and has done a fairly successful job. We had
to increase her budget guite a bit two years ago in order to
give her enough auditors. She is still stretched very thin and
is having difficulty getting all the wo rk done that she is
reguired to do because she's short of auditors. A nd f r a n k l y ,
she came in and begged for more auditors, and we did not do it.
But this will take the ecyaivalent of an auditor, well, probably

session.
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