
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

EIaQQLJ?KQBXE

Narch 2 5 , 2 00 4 LB 1 7 2

SENATOR CHANBERS: When you say one minute, then I t hink you
said time; and other points when you said time I thought you
said one minute. But probably the minute is gone now, so I w il l
relinquish the floor. Thank you, Nr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: I sho uld speak more clearly, Senator .
Senator Foley, on the motion to return.

SENATOR FOLEY: Th ank you again, Nr. President and members. I
want to pick up where Senator Brown left off. I t ho ught her
comments were rather thoughtful, a lthough s h e r ea c hes a
different conclusion than I do. She acknowledged that t he l aw
does need to be changed, and she picked up on some comments that
Senator Sm ith offered regarding alternatives t o ab o r t i o n .
That's really what this bill provides. It provides the schools
the flexibility. Because let's look at the law right now. The
law right now says, you schools, we' re going to f orce yo u ; by
October 1 every year you must, you must distribute this abortion
information. Wel l , what happens after October 1? T he law i s
silent. The law is silent for 90 percent of the school year as
to what the schools are supposed to do. They' re g i ven t h at
flexibility. We' ve trusted them with that flexibility all these
years. Was it 31, 32 years now since IIR~~ ggle? We' ve n e ver
told the schools what to do for 90 percent of the school year.
We' ve only told them that they must give this information out
early in the year. With this bill, their flexibility is simply
extended throughout the entire school year. As these delicate
situations come up, they can deal with them as they feel most
appropriate. These are sensitive questions. We' ve trusted the
schools to handle this for 90 percent of the school year. Ny
bill simply says we' re going to trust you for t he w h ol e yea r .
I'm not interested in hanging up abortion posters in classrooms.
I'm not interested in abortion hot lines forced onto the public
schools. I don't think that takes us in the right direction.
Naturally, I urge you not to pull this hill back off Final
Reading. The opponents of this hill have hammered away for 12
hours now on this bill on two-plus rounds of debate. And during
those 12 hours what did we learn? Well, we learned about Nad
Cow disease on round one. We learned about U.S. foreign policy
in Afghanistan in round two. We learned about the proper use of
prepositions. Let's stick to the issue. The i ssue i s w e should
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