TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
March 25, 2004 LB 139

SENATOR BROWN: ...the very act of substitution, as a way to say
that they can't be held responsible for the results that were
found if the DNA is not accurate. I agree with Senator Landis.
I think what it does is say that there has to be another test
rather than that we should say...encourage that kind of
wrongdoing. But more importantly, because Senator Chambers uses
the word "any body fluid" and the reliability of DNA testing on
urine is just not there, I don't know how we can make policy
that says that we're...that we're going to let this person
continue in their employment. I think it puts...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.
SENATOR BROWN: Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Brown. (Visitors
introduced.) On with discussion on the motion to return for
specific amendment, Senator Johnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Mr. President, members of the body, I thought
I might just review where we're at on this bill and how we came
to be where we're at. You might call this the snowstorm bill.
There was rather inclement weather, in fact, a pretty good
snowstorm on the first time through; and on the second time, the
weather wasn't a whole lot better. What we intenled to do with
the original bill, and my purpose was looking at DNA legislation
strictly from the criminal standpoint, the original laws that
were passed in regard to this were set up with the instigation,
you might say, of the federal people in this line and it was
called the DNA database and it set up what was called the CODUS
system which was the combined DNA index system. The original
law applied basically to sex offenders and very violent
criminals. Subsequently, it has been found in other states that
getting DNA samples of other convicted felons has proved to be
very useful. The two that are the most useful are to get DNA
specimens from burglars and robbers, and that there is over a
50 percent crossover with these people doing the violent and
sexual crimes that we alluded to. So these are the two biggies.
Since there is a question here of the amount of money that we
have to spend on this, we cut it down to those two. The other
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