TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE
March 25, 2004 LB 369, 1034
senior citizens go down there. You buy a piece of property,

you're 65 years old, the property tax never increases. Now we
can continue to increase taxes here--property tax, income tax,
sales tax, whatever that might be. But remember what you're
doing. We are a state that is not growing. I said that before
on this floor, that we didn't grow even in the last decade,
except for immigrants. And so every time we raise those income
taxes, property taxes, sales tax, people are looking elsewhere.
So we need to be very careful of that. And for every person
that leaves this state, they take assets with them. And that's
really what we...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR JENSEN: ...want to maintain here. I do support,
certainly, what Senator Landis is trying to do on this bill.
And as we move further on into the session and next week get
back into the budget, I hope we'll just keep in mind what
happens when those taxes go up, when we do increase that income
tax, when we do increase those property tax. And then you see
the "for sale" signs go up of many of my senior citizens in my
district, as they say, we can't live here anymore, and they exit
the state. Thing about that is, many times when they exit the
state, they take their family with them, and so we lose that
asset also. So I will return the rest of my time back to the
Chair. But I do really think that you need to keep in mind what
happens when taxes are increased. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members. I'm
sitting here watching Senator Tyson, retiring Senator Tyson. He
was listening very closely to Senator Brashear's comments. And
thought that interesting. But I had a bill, and I'm on the
Revenue Committee, and you know what they did to my bill last
year? It was LB 369, very similar to yours. They killed it.
So I don't have any more pull on the committee than you, and
you're not on the committee. It was very similar to your bill.
Killed it. And I still think it's a good idea. I'm with
Senator Jensen, Senator Brashear. We're going to have to
address this down the road. We had one of those cases where an
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