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Fair. The figures I have show that a big chunk are from
Lancaster County, 44 percent, but there's 15 percent from Omaha
and the remaining 41 percent from the balance of the state. And
I would dare say that if it hadn't been...if there wasn't a
September fest, the Omaha Offutt air show, all those things
going on simultaneously, I think there's another event at the
Memorial Park in Omaha, that there probably would have been more
from Omaha. I think the citizens of the state, even if they are
two or three generations removed from agriculture, still
appreciate their heritage to the extent that they will come to
the Nebraska State Fair when it is properly run. I think back a
few years ago. In many ways, I saw this coming and I did have
several meetings in my office, I think it might have been as far
back as 1994, 1996, the way time flies, trying to resolve the
issue of the Lancaster County Fair pulling out and going out
east of town. I was unsuccessful and I kick myself to this day
the fact that I wasn't more firm in trying to resolve that
issue, because I think there should have been a way so that
could have been resolved cooperatively and we would have some of
the...we would be 1less divisive today in the support of the
State Fair ard the facilities that are out there. But it didn't
happen and I've resolved to do some things different in the
future if ever I got into that because, in many ways, the State
Fair went downhill from there. And I think it does need a
chance to be revived, and 1 think with new blood and new ideas
and the reorganization that happened last year under, I think it
was LB 1241, can't remember the bill number, there will be new
ideas and new blood injected, and that's what anything takes to
make it go. And there are State Fairs around this country that
are very, very successful, and the rest are fairly successful to
very successful, and they are more in urban areas than even the
state of Nebraska. So I'm not going to give up hope on the
Nebraska State Fair, and I think this one...this amendment is
one...or this constitutional amendment is one way to get there.
Obviously, it's not perfect, and if there was some other options
I might consider them. But this, to me, is one I'm going to
have to hang my hat on at this point, and I urge the rest of you
to stay the course. Thank you.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator
Cudaback.
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