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constitution. I confess on that score. But we all do that, and
nobody does this. In fact, the constitution would resemble
exactly the statute books if we did as you described. I think
if you can't glean meaning from this, okay. But let me do it
again for the rest of you to see if you can glean some
commonsense meaning here: 44.5 percent of the money remaining
after the payment of prizes and operating expenses and the
initial transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund
shall be transferred to the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund
for uses provided in the Nebraska Environmental Trust Act, and
shall be used only for the conservation, enhancement, and
restoration of the natural, physical, and biological environment
of Nebraska, primarily through competitive grants to the public
and private entities, for related transfers to the Environmental
Trust Endowment Fund, and for related administrative expenses.
If you can get a handle on that language, you can understand it.
Senator Wehrbein understands it, and he doesn't like it. He
doesn't complain that he can't understand it. He complains that
he doesn't like the direction it goes to. Senator Raikes
doesn't say, I can't understand it. He says, I don't like the
direction it goes to. Senator Louden does the same. Senator
Chambers says, gosh, we just can't make out what that means. I
can. I bet you can too. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Landis. Senator Foley.

SENATOR FOLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. You know,
when we reach this stage of our legislative calendar, each day,
not only do we receive an agenda for the bills that we'll be
working on the next day, but we also receive a financial status
sheet. And as a member of the alumni of the Appropriations
Committee, I look at that status sheet every day. 1It's printed
on green paper this year. I don't know if we've used green
paper in the past. That's an interesting choice of colors.
Anyway, financial status sheet tells us, in the next biennium
we're short. We're short $296 million. We should wish our
problem was only that small. Because in coming up with that
figure of $296 million deficit, we needed to make an assumption
about what revenues were going to do the next two years, and
that assumption is that revenues are going to magically rebound
the next two years to something approaching 7 percent. We
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