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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Why? Why is that a problem? You're tied up
April 167

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Actually, I am, yes.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, how about the 17th?
SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: How about today?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, okay, we'll just chat with each other
today. But that's all that I will take you for now, because you
had something you were trying to do. Thank you. Members of the
Legislature, Senator Cunningham is not in a position where he
can accept any amendments. So we're going to discuss them.
Senator Beutler will probably take his to a vote, and we will
see how the body feels. But even if Senator Beutler's amendment
is adopted, the bill remains punitive. The bill remains unfair.
The business community prevailed on the state to lower the
premiums they pay into this fund. And now the fruits of that
unwise sowing are coming to fruition, and we can see how unwise
that decision was. Now those forces were able to get a nice
young senator named Cunningham to carry water for them. If he
cannot see his way clear to agree to any amendments, then all
we're going to do is chat. I really enjoy watching the
back-and-forth between Senators Bourne and Louden. The more
Senator Louden talks, the more he's putting himself in a
position for me to write a poem making a play on his name. But
I'm not going to tell him what it is. He's got to do a little
bit more first, before I'm convinced that he's worthy of a
rhyme. Now right now I could write a Limerick, but I think
Senator Louden is worthy of something more than a Limerick. But
he's got to keep stirring the pot, and then we'll see. I'm not
even going to try to reason with Senator Cunningham. I'm not
going to try to mislead any of my colleagues. All I'm going to
do on this bill is burn as much time off the clock today as 1
can, and tomorrow if the Speaker puts it back on the agenda; or,
if Senator Cunningham has cloture votes, then I will just take
the time on the next bills coming up. And remember this, I'm
not the only one who has opposition to some of these other
bills. I will just pour gasoline on those fires. Numerous
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