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off of the Medicaid payrolls, which cuts into our state
business. The other part as far as qualifying for the benefits,
or...it's on...if someone is fired or...for whatever reason, if
they go into this part where they may not be able to receive
their benefits, that's...the burden is on their employer to
prove that they needed to be fired. It isn't on the person that
receives the benefits. So the part is just changed to take care
of those people that are trying to be deadbeats. 1It's like any
other insurance company, your car insurance or whatever. If you
have these people that go out and slam the brakes on right quick
and get their car wrecked by somebody behind them, this
is...this raises your insurance premiums. And the same way with
what Senator Cunningham is trying to do with his bill. It isn't
to do away with people that really need it. They're not
affected at all. Those that get it will still get it. Those
that lose their jobs or whatever, get...the jobs are ceased and
they're not able to continue with the jobs--a lot of your summer
work, your construction work is that way--they're not affected
by what Senator Cunningham has...is pushing forwards here. So I
think we have to realize that this isn't something that affects
the people that really need it. This affects the people that
are the deadbeats. On Senator Cunningham's bill, the amendment
that I put forward affects these people that are on the low end
of the Social Security...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR LOUDEN: ...s8cale, that are trying to get by with
whatever they can for earning a few dollars more. It isn't that
there's a great deal of money. Some of the handouts I've passed
around, anywhere from 60 to 130-some thousand, or whatever it
was, would be the difference, what it would affect the payroll.
That's a long ways from that $13 million or $14 million that
I've heard some of the lawyers. But of course, I'm sure Senator
Bourne is used to running big figures like that in his business,
and I'm certainly not in mine. I watch the small ones a lot
better. If you watch the...as the old fellow at home used to
say, you watch the nickels and...the pennies and the nickels,
and the dollars will take care of themselves. So thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Louden. Senator Bourne,
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