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those kinds of programs. And I think we all know that once an
individual is on that type of program, it's difficult for them
to get off. And there's really, I guess, in some ways, maybe a
disincentive to get of f th ose types of programs. S o I t h i n k
that...I understand why Senator Cunningham is doing this. He' s
trying to make a better business environment, a bet te r b u s i ness
climate, and as a small businessman, I can absolutely understand
why he's doing this. But that doesn't necessarily mean I ha v e
to agree with it. I think that it is a little harsh, I think,
to make someone wait a full 13 weeks to qualify for benefits.
And again, I asked you, I said this on General Pile. imagine any
of us in here, if you didn't have any income for 13 weeks, what
would that do to you? You couldn't pay your bills, o r a t l ea s t ,
speaking for myself, I'd probably lose my h ouse i n 13 wee k s .
And I think the most of us live week to week or month to month,
and I think that 13 weeks, which is over three months, with no
income coming in the door, and economic times like this, I think
it's exceedingly punitive. And that's my opinion. I do want to
talk a little bit about Senator Louden s amendment. A nd I h ad
mentioned...well, we were debating that, that I tho ught th at
that would open up the fund to a whole host of applicants. And
Senator Louden said that I was using smooth lawyer talk, a nd h e
kind of d ismissed me . And that's all right. I' ve got thick
skin. But it wasn't necessarily smooth lawyer talk, Senator
Louden; it was co mmon sense talk. I got some numbers since
then. I'm going to run these by you. We' ll see if you don' t
crawl under the wagon, (laughter) and lick your wounds. (Laugh)
In Nebraska, we have 41,000 people over 65 years of age working,
41,000. Now, that does include some ag workers. There are some
agriculture workers in there, and those would not be included,
and I didn't have the breakdown. So there' s.. .again , working or
looking for work, there's 41,000 individuals over the age of 65.
And Senator Louden on Select Pile had said that there's only a
hundred and some individuals that qualify for...l40 is the
number that was given during debate , and t hat ' s bec ause an
individual's Social Security benefit is used to offset how much
they would get in the unemployment, in the event they became
unemployed. So again, there's 233,000 Nebraskans over age 65;
41,770 of those individuals over 65 are ei t he r wor k i n g or
looking for work. Let me give you another number. The average
salary o f t h ose over 65 who would qualify for un employment
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