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about. You' ve got a church, for example, that owns some land,
some property, okay? And it's tax-exempt. And it's held for
and used in a tax-exempt fashion, okay? That is reviewed every
four years by a county now. But if they were to change the use
of the land, it might not have, (laugh) and all of a sudden it
became a restaurant, even though it was, let's say, owned by a
church, you might have...it might lose its tax-exempt status.
So what this asks is, tell us every year that the property you
hold retains its tax-exempt rationale. Don't make a whole full
exemption. We' re not going to take it in front of the county
hoard. This isn't going to make you jump through hoops. But
tell us that what you own this year is like what it was last
year when you got that exemption by the county. Now if you can
give me the q uestion a little bit more clearly, I' ll see if I
can look it up on the gadget and see what you' re talking about.

SENATOR STUTHNAN: The...and you explained that very well to me,
because I know we did that every year as far as our tax-exempt
church was concerned. The situation that I'm trying to get some
information on i s a cemetery that has not had a hoard for 30,
40, 50 years, and the property was on the tax roll because it
was an ab andoned cemetery, but n ow there's been some issue
of...relatives have found out that, you know, that cemetery is
still there, and it's off of the tax rolls, it's been...portions
of it have been farmed. What...is there any stipulation there
as far as it going on the tax roll o r bei ng subject to an y
taxat i on?

SENATOR LANDIS: Oh . No . No . Ce meteries get all the rights
and all of the exemptions that they now have, totally unchanged.
What used to happen is, they had t o c ome u p with a no tary
signature for this process to continue the exemption over four
years. And this simplifies the amount of paperwork that they' ll
have to do to reaffirm the exemption. The net effect is not to
make any change...any substantive change in their exemption
status. And the net effect is to simplify the pa perwork that
they would have to do to continue their exemption in place
during the period of time...during that four-year period when it
is being granted. They just have to keep saying, you know what,
we' re still using it for that charitable purpose that we got the
original exemption for. But now you don't have to do it with a
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