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bs working with individuals in ch ronic stages of substance
abuse, and not having the ability to invoke an emergency
protective custody would leave a probation, or I suspect parole
officer as well, with only one alternative, and that would be to
haul the individual to ths county )ail. And I' ve always been
interested in the potential or the possibility of extending to
our probation and parole officers the option or give thea to
tool, in those instances where they' re dealing w ith an
individual in chronic stages of m ental health and substance
abuse, to invoke an EPC, an act which now is only reserved to
law enforcemsnt offices. Sen ator Jensen, are you at all
interested in possibly having a dialogue with my office between
now and Select Pile to look at that, or do you have reservations
with ex tending these EPC powers to p robation and parole
o ff i c e r s y

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator J ensen.

SENATOR JENSEN: Senator Synowiecki, I would sure be ha ppy t o
explore that with you. We have, you know, looked at this, and
should a physician be allowed to commit and so on and so forth,
and perhaps and perhaps not. But it is something I'd be glad to
look at . Certainly ths probation officer is the one who is
probably most closely allied with that individual than anybody
e lse that they coma in c ontact with, particularly on a n
emergency situation. And they have reviewed tha case. Th ey' ve
had ths opportunity to examine...not to examine but I sean to
certainly observe the individual and to the way that t hey a ct
and carry on. And so I'd be glad to look at that with you.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Wel l , Senator Jensen, I appreciate your
remarks very much, and I will follow up with that. Because, to
shad a little bit of light on what goes on now, Senator, if a
probation or parole officer comas across one of their clients
that's in chronic stages of substance abuse, intoxicated, really
is no choice but t o h aul them to the county jail. And this
would certainly be a very valuable tool, I think, and what I
think is your motivation to k eep this population of those
suffering from mental illness, and i n so me instances those
suffering from severs chemical dependency, to get them the
appropriate level of treatment. And I wo uld submit that a
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