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might mention, that's on your record forever; never comes off.
If you apply for a job, it's going to say that you had a mental
health commitment. Now I can commit a felony and ten years
later, if I' ve been a good citiaen, I can have that expunged.
To my knowledge, there isn't anything that will ever remove a
mental health commitment off your record. And we have a number
of outstanding citisens in our community that have, at one time
or another, been committed and, with proper medication, they' re
leading not only good lives but outstanding lives. And so that
bothers...that's just an aside, a sidebar. I hope that some day

mental health boards, we do provide some training for them. I
hope that we can bring a little more uniformity to those hoards
so that people who are co mmitted, so th ere's a s tandard
throughout the state, that it remains all the same. They are
appointed, they serve a te rm, and the n they' re either
reappointed or somebody else is appointed in their place. A
very important part of the Nental Health Act, but it is also a
very important part that needs to be taken care of in a...and
that act and that commitment is a tr aumatic thing for ma ny
patients. I' ve talked to soma consumers who felt they never,
ever should have been committed in the first place. Of course,
we have some other individuals that sometimes are sentenced,
they don't think they should either. But these are individuals
who, because of an illness, find themselves in that condition.
So I really have a...my heart really goes out for in dividuals
that are committed, and I want to ensure that we have the best
mental health commitment possible. I don't know if I a nswered
your guestion or not. Okay? Thank you.

SENATOR STQHR: Yes . Thank y o u v er y much, Nr . J en sen. . . o r ,
Senator Jensen, and I will return the rest of my time b ack to
the Chair . Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR C UDABACK:
Synowiecki.
SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank y ou, Senator Cudaback, members.
Senator Jensen, the amendment speaks to protocols and procedures
for emergency protective custody. And dur ing my days as a
probation officer, Senator, there was oftentimes where you would

that we can t ake a look at that whole situation. But for the

Thank yo u , Sena t o r S tuhr . Senat or
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