TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
March 23, 2004 LB 1083

Behavioral Health Oversight Commission will give its opinion on
the proposed reduction or continuation of...or discontinuation
to the Governor and the HHS Committee and the Legislature. And
if they believe that there is not enough done, you know, I think
that they will recommend that they won't close. Under
Section 10(2)(c) of the amendment--no further commitments or
admissions or readmissions for such services are required due to
the availability of community-based services or other regional
center services to replace for such services--you know, with
that part I see that, as we close down regional center sections
in Norfolk and move those into facilities in Omaha or someplace
else, that the waiting list is there right now that we ;till
could put people in facilities that are up and running, and that
as we talked about this in negotiations, that this wouldn't
preclude...this section would not preclude readmission or
admissions to...if there is a need. Senator Jensen mentioned
that we want to make sure that if there's a need there
that.. .and a way to fill those, whether it's in Norfolk or
Hastings, as we transition out, we still fill that need. And I
appreciated Senator Jensen saying that this morning when we
talked about it. Also under Section 10, subsection (2) of the
amendment, we talked about the division may reduce regional
center services and...where they'd replace them where they are

available. And, you know, my reading on that would be that
where they're currently available, not where they might be
available in the future. And the direction that I would read

from this is that it would mean that they're up and going before
you reduce. And that's the discussion that we've had since the
beginning, but I think that I want to reassure people who are
giving these services currently in facilities like Hastings and
Norfolk, that that's my intent and I think that's the intent of
the committee and this amendment. With that, I would like to
ask a gquestion to Senator Engel, one of the...if he would

respond.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Engel, would you respond?

SENATOR ENGEL: Yes.

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Senator Engel. With the

amendment, we ask the Executive Board to look at this one more
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