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SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature. And first of all, I want to thank all those that
participated in this: Senator Cunningham, Senator Burling,

Senator Connealy, Senator Tyson, who have I missed here,
Senator...oh, yes, Senator Combs. Thank you. These have been
tough decisions and tough negotiations. The communities of
Norfolk and Hastings have a 100-year history in providing mental
health services. I hope that doesn't go away. Matter of fact,
those employees that are there, I hope, will be employees of the
new redesign. A job check might come from a different entity,
but they have expertise, they have experience, and they have
long been in the field of mental health and providing pbehavioral
health substance abuse, so that is very important to me and 1
hope that we can continue that. Along with these negotiations,
there's always give and take on both sides, but it's good when
you deal with honorable people, that you can come to
negotiations and work through these issues. The essence of
where we are and what we're talking about...and by the way, we
are handing out to yow just a chart that tells you how the
oversight and how all of the safeguards are built into this
measure. It is certainly, as community-based services are
brought up, we should be able to do a smooth transition, and
it's certainly my desire that that would happen. But along the
way, we have checks, we have some opportunities to evaluate the
process and to see that it is continuing properly. This is a
very important measure. This is something that's been going on,
not for a decade but for many decades, and I hope that this will
bring us to a new way of delivering mental health care
throughout the state of Nebraska. In essence, as we work
through the downsizing of the regional centers, and as
community-based centers are being brought up throughout the
entire state, and we have that local control of six service
regions across the state that are elected by...or that
are...that is formed by county officials, and they best know
within their own region what is best for their individuals, and
there are no two regions that are alike. The real essence of
the bill, and I hope it's on your computer by now, comes in
Section 6 (sic). And what that says, and I'm just going to read
it for you, it says: When the occupancy of a regional center
reaches 20 percent or less of its licensed capacity, the
division will notify the Governor, the Legislature of such fact.
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