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pay is not increasing. Some live paycheck to paycheck, many
live paycheck to paycheck. So a property tax increase would in
fact affect them just as a dversely as i t would the rural
population. Inc ome tax increase would affect them just as
adversely so again, I don't know which one I hate more. I'm not
going to say anything new. Constituents expect us to, at least
those t hat I tal ked to, don't expect us to raise taxes. T hey
don't like it, they don't want it, you don't like i t , I don ' t
like it . But wh at I believe we haven't done yet as a body,
we' ve done it...the Appropriations Committee I believe has done
a fair and reasonable job, but we as a body haven't talked about
what can we do without. W hat can we cut out? What things, in
our list of priorities, what t hings make the most sense?
Certainly education has t o top that, but can we afford to
increase property and/or income tax to accommodate our wi sh
list'? And, folks, we' re still at a wish list stage. If we a r e
to prioritise, we need to start very q uickly and w e need to
understand where in the world we' re going. I tried to bring
some information to the body about the four different brackets,
income tax brackets, and the revenues derived from each bracket.
And let me just, for the record, go over that the bottom bracket
of...for a s ingle individual in Nebraska is 2.51 percent. And
that's for those that make b elow $ 1,800 a yea r. Bracket
number 2 is 3.49 percent and those are for individuals that make
between $17,000 and $2,400. Bracket number 3 is a little over
5 percent and that's for individuals that earn between $17,000
and $26,500. And for t hose of us that are rich, those are
the...we are the wealthy Nebraskans, that's anyone that earns
over $26,500 a year, about $10.50 an hour if you' re counting an
hourly wage. So t o i ncr e a se. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR NINES: ...and this isn't anything new either, but to
increase the amount on the h ighest wage earners in Nebraska
includes anyone, almost anyone that's flipping burgers on up .
This isn' t...these aren' t...$26,500 a year isn't a very high
wage. A nd I would caution this body against increasing the
income tax o n th ose w age earners because you' re affecting
virtually everyone in the pot. Back to my original thought, I'm
not...I could be swayed to vote for AN3027 just simply because
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