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has gotten us into a thunderstorm right now and we ' re b ei ng
rocked around pretty hard and we may have to grab it and throw
out the averages we use, revenue growth projections a nd t hi n gs
using averages. These aren't average times. I j u s t . . . a s I sat
home last weekend, it was 87 degrees Friday a fternoon in my
hometown. Peo ple took off their winter shirts and they got
sunburns> 87 degrees in Narch does not bode well for an e nd o f
the drought when we s tart Narch or the end of Narch with 87
degree temperatures and no moisture. And so we' re n ot r eal
optimistic out there. I listened with interest when Senator Don
P ederson sa i d we have a r eve nue pr o b l e m h ere r at h e r t h a n
spending. We need to address it on the revenue side. I ' d l i ke
to ask Senator Wehrbein a guestion about our current revenue
growth if he would answer, please.

SENATOR CQDABACK: Senator Wehrbein, would you respond?

S ENATOR WEHRBEIN: Y e s .

SENATOR BAKER: I know you would have the latest figures a nd I
believe I 'm fairly close, the revenue growth projected for this
fiscal year ending June 30 is, what, between 3 and 4 percent or
is there a hetter figure than that?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: This fiscal year of '03-04 is 3.9.

SENATOR BAKER: Three point nine...

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: February forecast reflect a 3.9 growth.

SENATOR BAKER: Thr ee point nine percent growth and we' re
standing here wringing our hands about lack of revenue and t he
problems we ' re in in the state when we ' r e gr o wing at
3.9 percent, folks. I wish I got that kind of gr owth e ver y
year, year in and year out on all my things that I try and do.
Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. But 3.9 percent growth in revenue
and we can't live within our means at 3.9 percent growth. That
reflects back on some of the things that Senator Lan di s sai d .
We' ve got these programs out there and actually it upsets me
that we have such a negative attitude with the state ' s eco nomy
right now because 3.9 percent growth is a pretty solid growth
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