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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator Brashear,
followed by Senator Baker.

SENATOR SRASHEAR: Thank y ou, Nr. President, members of the
body. There are some things we could stipulate, I respectfully
submit. We can stipulate that ws ara in a dilemma. Wa can
stipulate that none of us wants to raise taxes. We can
stipulate that we w ant to stand tall and do the right thing.
Sut there will come a point in ties, I think, i f we p lay it
right where ws will actually have to do it, not just talk about
it. I'm going to oppose the pending Wahrbein amendment. And as
I' ve explained to Senator Wehrbain, it's with absolutely no
disrespect for tha hard wo rk which he and the members of the
Appropriations Committee have offered us. Sut I'm going to go
contrary to that legislative principle of always make the bill
better, I want to make the situation worse. The $1 .10 i s i n t hs
Wahrbein amendmentg the 41.05 is in the Education amendment. Wa
ought to stay with the 41.05 and wa ought to solve tha enormous,
and as I always say deal in round numbers, $300 million problem
that will result if we don't adopt ths Wehrbsin amendment. We
ought not punt to the local school boards. Ws ought not return
property taxes to 1997 levels. As our agricultural colleagues
have been telling us, valuations have been going up. It was in
the paper so there's more revenue coming off of real estate than
ever before. We ought not turn back the clock to pre-1997. I
know that if the situation gets worse then our se nior member,
Senator Chambers, will continue to p ursue his desire for an
income tax increase. And I would stand opposed to t hat unl e s s
we' re goi ng t o tax ths people who ar e no w not pa ying
competitively at tha low end ths income tax that they ought t o
bs paying compared to the jurisdictions that surround us. So
that will create a nice moment of tension. Sut you know t he r e
i s something we can do if ws want t o , if we will. Por
eight-tenths of one cent psr gallon of tax on gasoline,
eight-tenths of one cent per gallon of gas on gasoline, which
would put a tax on all those tourists and travelers who coma
across our state, our third largest industry because people have
to travel Nebraska, for eight-tenths of ona cent par gal<on of
gasoline, we can do 4270 million worth of bonds allowed by t he
Constitution of tha st ate of Nebraska, appr o ved by our
residents, and we can retire those bonds over 30 years. And we
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