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there isn't anybody that you talk to that's going to want their
taxes raised. You talk to your school people; they say, don't
cut us. Don't...and don't give us any more property taxes, your
property tax people say the same thing. But believe me, we have
to keep the state functioning appropriately. The...if we don't
do this, if we don't consider this and we say, we don't want to
raise that tax, what are we going to do? How are we going to
solve these problems that we have? I think it would be
appropriate to move this amendment along and see if we as a body
can decide some other way besides this to fund our financial
concerns. The Appropriations Committee put in the $160 million
low-level waste site. The Revenue Committee decided not to fund
that. Now, how many things are we going to decide not to do
this year? I think we start to have to decide to do things, and
the buck does stop here. 1 think we have to be realistic. We
don't want to raise the taxes, but how are we going to pay for
our state government? I think we have a responsibility and I
don't think we can say, well, I'm in favor of education,
therefore, I can't do this, I can't do that. I think we have to
look at it realistically and say, we have to do what we have to
do in order to sustain our state government. We've been making
substantial cuts. We can't keep going back to the drawing board

on cuts. We have to start being realistic that we need a
long-term source of revenue. You look at that green sheet and
you see. According to this, we'd be $159 million below the
reserve, and in the future we'd be $195 million below the
reserve. Add $160 million on top of that, take away the

$100 million that we're talking about here, and you see where we
are. We have to...we have to be responsible, not just for this
year, but we have to be responsible for the biennium coming up
next year. We have to know what we can do, and we have to have
an alternative. Now hopefully, and we do see signs that there
is an improvement in our economy, but if it doesn't improve then
we have to have some place we can go to keep the state
functioning. If it does improve then we don't have to exercise
the $1.10. This is an optional thing. I know it's always hard
to say, well, we don't need to do this right now so let's don't
do it. But I think we need to do it from the standpoint of the
local schools. 1 think they need to have an alternative saying,
okay, we'll do our...we'll do our report, we'll do our
certification of funding, and then the good news is if we cannot
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