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cessation component, when you call the "1-800" number,

1-800-STOPSMOKING, or whatever it is, that you got into a
Utah-based company. And I was, and still am, disappointed with
that. But on the whole, I think the program does a good thing.
I am concerned with the additional §2.5 million expenditure.
When LB 692 came about, we were told that the fund can support
"X" number of dollars coming out of it. And I watched Senator
Jensen vehemently, if that's the right word, protect that fund,
and Senator Byars as well, and say over and over again that we
can't overallocate; if we do that we're going to have problcms.
So I'm going to support Senator Jensen's amendment. And
I...that's a dramatic turnaround from last year. I was
convinced this was a bad program that didn't do any good, and I
was wrong. I think it does good things. But I do think we need
to look at the allocations. And I think that it is fair to
provide for this. And as far as I'm concerned now, I think this
should be dollar one should go to the smoking cessation, and
then everyone else should get the leftovers, if there are any.
That's how I...strongly I feel about this program now, after
I've seen exactly what it does. So I am going to support
Senator Jensen's amendment. But I'll tell you, if somebody else
runs an amendment to this in the future to change some
allocations so that, you know, this smoking cessation is at the
bottom, or from dollar one, I will probably support that. But
I'm going to rely on Senator Jensen. I think he's very familiar
with how this works. He says the fund can support this, and I
believe him, and I'm going to support it. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Cunningham.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. I rise
up in support of this issue. Sometimes I feel that maybe I'm
portrayed as a protobacco person because I fight tobacco tax
increases. And I am adamantly opposed to tobacco tax increases,
but I would want to go on record as saying that I think this is
a very, very good program. Tobacco smoking is terrible; we need
to do what we can at early ages to prevent people from smoking,
and I am in full support of this program. And I yield the rest
of my time. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Cunningham. Senator Byars.
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