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the divvy, or the divide, of the money, rather than carve it off
the top? And if, in fact, you think you have money enough so
that that total divvy could be §52.5 million instead  of
$50 million, why don't you do it that way?

SENATOR JENSEN: You know, a lot of it is political, believe
that or not.

SENATOR RAIKES: Really?

SENATOR JENSEN: (Laugh) That wouldn't surprise you. If we
would say, okay, we're going to take $2 million out of there,
and then we got all of the others complaining, you're taking
what you agreed you would not do, or say we raised the amount
from $50 million to $52,500,000 a year. We have, again...the
university would like to increase their research dollars, DED
would like to increase. Certainly some of our other health
agencies would like to increase. And so we thought, let's do
this carve-out, so that in the future it's always there, and at
some point in time then, when we can afford, perhaps, to give
more in health care, that we'll do that.

SENATOR RAIKES: But let me ask you, why, if I'm in the divvy
now, why would I think--and you're tobacco cessation--why would
I want to keep you out and give you money off the top before the
base program is funded, rather than have you come into the group
and, okay, we share and share alike? I don't understand the
pelitical reasons there.

SENATOR JENSEN: Well, certainly, and I understand what you're
saying, that they be part of the mix like everyone else. But I
come back to the same thing that I started out with, that when
we received the tobacco settlement dollars, they were to help
with a tobacco program and smoking cessation. That's the reason
there's the settlement. You've got to remember, when the
attorney generals filed suit on the tobacco companies, it was
because of the health care costs of tobacco; no guestion about
it, health care costs of tobacco. And so the settlement was
made that we would use dollars to prevent particularly children
and others, help them with...
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